
 

America in Bloom 2022 Evaluation Report 
 
 
Community: Lewes, DE 
Evaluation Dates: July 11-12, 2022 
 
Lead Advisor: Evadne Giannini 
Co-Advisor: Ed Hooker III 
 
America in Bloom envisions communities across the country as welcoming and vibrant places to live, work, and play – 
benefitting from colorful plants and trees; enjoying clean environments; celebrating heritage and planting pride through 
volunteerism. 
 

Seven Criteria (Codes) Possible Points Actual Points Percentage 
1. Community Vitality (CV) 84.00 72.00 85.71% 
2. Flowers (FL) 96.00 92.00 95.83% 
3. Landscaped Areas (LA) 84.00 73.00 86.90% 
4. Urban Forestry (UF) 78.00 62.00 79.48% 
5. Environmental Efforts (EE) 94.00 71.00 75.53% 
6. Celebrating Heritage (CH) 70.00 56.00 80.00% 
7. Overall Impression (OI) 80.00 77.00 96.25% 
Other 
8. Evaluation Tour Preparation & Actions (ET) 14.00 14.00 100.00% 
Scoring 
Total Points and Percentage 600.00 517.00 86.16% 

Star Rating   9 
Community Involvement Total   76 67 88.15% 

 
 
 
Star ratings are based on overall percentage.  

1 star = 0% - 9.99% 2 stars = 10% – 10.99% 3 stars = 20% – 29.99% 4 stars = 30% – 39.99% 5 stars = 40% – 49.99% 

6 stars = 50% – 59.99% 7 stars = 60% – 69.99% 8 stars = 70% - 79.99% 9 stars = 80% – 89.99% 10 stars = 90% - 100% 

 
 
 

Community representatives to receive the Evaluation Report (three minimum) 
Name Title Email 
Warren Golde Chair, America in Bloom Committee wgolde@aol.com  
Sue Sandmeyer Co-Chair, Art in Bloom Mssamdmeyer@gmail.com  
Ed Zygmonski Co-Chair, Art in Bloom, Lewes in Bloom Advisory Board exzlewes@comcast.net  
Ann Marie Townshend City Manager Atownshend@ci.lewes.de.us  
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GUIDELINES AND INFORMATION: 

 
Communities are required to provide the following prior to evaluation: 
• Community Profile organized to follow the criteria and metrics. For repeat communities, call out what is new 

and/or implemented due to advisors’ recommendations.  
• Evaluation Tour Itinerary with start and finish times for each day 
• Community Map with community boundaries and the tour route 
• Communities are responsible for addressing the metrics in the Community Profile, Evaluation Tour Itinerary, and 

during the Evaluation Tour. 
 
The areas to be scored: 
Advisors will review Community Profiles, Community Maps, and Evaluation Tour Itineraries to confirm the 
appropriateness of the areas to be evaluated and contact communities prior to the tour so adjustments can be 
made. 

• All areas (municipal, commercial, and residential) within the boundaries of the entrant's 
community/municipality (except as noted below) are scored and a representative portion of all areas   must be 
included. 

• Property to be scored, whether public or private, must be subject to the codes and regulations of the entrant’s 
community/municipality. 

• When a property does not meet these requirements, but the community’s volunteers significantly impact the 
property with labor and/or funding, then advisors may include in their scoring the property not subject to the 
codes and regulations of the entrant community. 

• A community may request recommendations for areas toured but not scored. 
 

Metrics are noted with unique codes based on the criteria. Ratings include: 
N/A (Not Applicable): Communities should strive to implement all metrics; however, advisors will use N/A when a 
metric is not scorable in a community. An N/A metric is not included in the point totals and does not affect 
percentages. Examples when N/A may apply in a metric: commercial/business areas do not exist; state or county 
statutes prevent implementation of a metric. 
Not Started (0 pts.): programs or procedures are not in place. 
Launched (1 pt.): programs or procedures are in place but not fully realized. 
Achieved (2 pts.): programs or procedures are implemented but could be improved. 
Surpassing (3 pts.): programs or procedures are well-implemented. 
Excelling (4 pts.): programs or procedures are exceptional. 
NS (Not Scored): preset in the Advisors’ Discretion metric’s point box for when a score there is not appropriate. 
Advisors’ Discretion (N/A, 3-4 pts.): advisors may add and score an item not in the metrics. This item must be an 
unusual or newly implemented project, program, or initiative that can be repeated in other communities and 
perhaps used as a future metric. 

 
Other: 
• This Evaluation Report’s scoring, general observations, and general and criteria recommendations are 

based upon the community’s efforts including its levels of participation in, or implementation of the 
metrics in each of the criteria. 

• Future projects and programs are not scored. 
• The scoring for the seven evaluation criteria is adjusted to the climate and environmental conditions of 

the community’s location. Make sure the advisors are made aware of any challenges that were faced 
during the year. 
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General Observations and Recommendations (recommendations are indicated in italics): 
A sincere thank you and congratulations to Lewes for once again showing us an extraordinary, Lewes in Bloom 
Program.  We are honored to have Lewes in the America in Bloom National Awards Program. You’ve 
accomplished a great deal in the time you have participated in America in Bloom and serve as a model for other 
participant cities.  
 
Working with other organizations throughout your community, Lewes in Bloom (LIB) have led the charge to 
present and preserve with honors Lewes, Delaware, the first town in the first sate. This charming city does offer 
natural beauty, gorgeous architecture, and an historic district that dates to the 17th century.  
 
Carrying this mantle of history, you have also created a beautiful community acutely aware of the need to 
respond to our contemporary lifestyle and our changing environment. Your army of volunteers and highly skilled 
leaders have curated, created, and spear headed magnificently adorned baskets, carefully thought-out colorful 
gateways, and bike paths that make room for individuals to express their flair. The bustling Children’s Learning 
Garden, buzzing pollinator, and structured historic gardens throughout downtown, and the murals and sculptures 
contribute to the beauty of Lewes and enrich Lewes’ cultural environment. Together all these elements create 
cohesion and vibrancy throughout Lewes. We believe that the vibrancy comes from your ability as a community 
to create beauty simultaneously balancing those two forces - the recognition and honoring of history and the 
environmental, cultural and lifestyle changes of our contemporary life. Your commitment to your rich history and 
intention to maintain a vibrant community is expressed and visual in every detail throughout the community. We 
highly praise your work. 
 
We so enjoyed your hospitality and meeting with all of the individuals who have contributed to the vitality of 
Lewes. From the individual garden patrons to the lovely breakfast with Mayor Wiliams and representatives from 
Lewes Chamber of Commerce. Our extensive conversation with Marcos was incredibly helpful to better 
understand the historical work that is being done and what has been accomplished in Lewes. Your well planned 
out tour gave us a chance to see how Lewes’ different organizations as well as businesses, University of DE and 
Delaware’s state agencies work together. Everyone in Lewes was welcoming and helpful.  
 
Please share a copy of this evaluation with all members of the LIB and members at large of your community. Make 
sure that the town’s other volunteer boards, your county partners and business partners have access to the report. 
We strongly suggest promoting your accomplishments throughout the community and to potential incoming 
businesses and residents. We will enhance this recommendation in other sections of the report. 
 
Each of the criteria was scored by the advisors based on your information and their observations and knowledge. 
Please use the scoring grid as a guideline or roadmap to future improvements to your vibrant community. We 
have tried to list priority recommendation that we believe would be valuable as 1st next steps. All suggestions may 
not be appropriate for Lewes at this time, but we believe that they would make a difference in the future. We 
want to thank each of you for your time, expertise, and ongoing commitment to your community. Your energy 
and passion are inspiring for all of us. America in Bloom welcomes your partnership. We look forward to seeing 
your accomplishments again next year.  
 
Regards, 
 
Evadne Giannini and Ed Hooker, III  
2022 AIB Advisors  
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Community Vitality (CV) Criterion Definition Metrics Ratings (NS = Not Scored) 

1. COMMUNITY VITALITY (CV): policies, programs, activities, 
and facilities that lead to a vibrant community and a sense of 
well-being. Includes libraries, community centers, 
arts/cultural museums; and parks, playgrounds, dog parks, 
sports fields, water activities, trails, and other outdoor 
recreational opportunities 

N
ot Applicable 

N
/A 

N
ot Started 
(0 pts) 

Launched 
(1 pt) 

Achieved 
(2 pts) 

Surpassing 
(3 pts) 

Excelling  
(4 pts) 

a. Leadership and Policy 

CV.a.01 - Municipal volunteer boards are in place and 
interfacing with municipality and businesses           X 

CV.a.02 - Municipality offers grants to neighborhood 
associations for enhancements   X         

CV.a.03 - Master plan in place for public green space and parks   X         

CV.a.04 - ADA accessibility in public areas and other programs 
for inclusion           X 

CV.a.05 - Promotion of alternative transportation: pedestrian, 
bicycling, car/van pools, and/or ride sharing           X 

b. Facilities and Events 

CV.b.01 - Outdoor recreation facilities meet community needs: 
parks, playgrounds, splash pads, dog parks, sports fields, sports 
courts, swimming pools, golf courses, kayak/canoe trails, 
public access to water bodies, etc. 

          X 

CV.b.02 - Walking, biking, and exercise trail network in place 
and is safe, well lit, and connects to a larger network           X 

CV.b.03 - Performances/events for art, dance, theatre, music, 
and/or cinema available           X 

CV.b.04 - Run/walk/bike/kayak/canoe events are held           X 

CV.b.05 - Benches and seating available near walking, exercise, 
and playground areas           X 

CV.b.06 - Structures, shade sails, or trees provide shade for 
spectators and/or participants         X   

CV.b.07 - Play areas exist, age-appropriate ranges of 
equipment offered, and ADA complaint and conform to the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, and inspected by 
Certified Playground Safety Inspector 

          X 

CV.b.08 - Public library/resources center is available for all ages 
and abilities           X 

CV.b.09 - Community center is available           X 
CV.b.10 - Farmers' Market(s) is available           X 
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c. Community Involvement 
CV.c.01 - Community gardening sites are in use         X   

CV.c.02 - Level of participation in food banks, hunger-relief, 
Plant a Row for the Hungry (GardenComm initiative), etc.           X 

CV.c.03 - Participation in civic events such as Bike to Work 
Days, Walk to School Days, etc.         X   

CV.c.04 - Voluntary (non-mandated HOA) neighborhood 
organizations in place X           

CV.c.05 - Programs in place to encourage youth involvement         X   
CV.c.06 - Recognition programs for volunteers           X 
d. Advisors' Discretion: Recognition by the Advisors of an item of special note 
CV.d.01 - Advisors to enter text below   NS NS NS   X 

A community with a volunteer force that excels in every way and coordinates with other non-profits throughout their 
community. 

Totals: Possible Points Actual Points Percentage 
1. Community Vitality (CV) 84 72 85.71% 
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Community Vitality (CV) Recommendations: 
 
Lewes, Delaware would not be the vibrant community that exemplifies community vitality without the volunteer 
spirit of its engaged citizenry. From emergency responders to citizen fund raisers, Lewes is a community that 
believes in the value of volunteer and civic engagement. That engagement harnessed by local civic organizations 
each with a relevant mission and purpose has created a special place filled with community vitality. 
 
Lewes in Bloom (LIB) comprised of 200+ volunteers not only garden but also craft, teach, mentor, learn, socialize 
and educate.  They design, plant, deadhead, and maintain flower beds in almost 30 city parks and spaces. Each 
garden is monitored by volunteer patrons who manage the volunteers, assign tasks, watch over and guide the 
process in their garden from start to finish.  
 
In the Fall volunteers will prepare the beds for the annual planting of more than 27,000+ tulip bulbs throughout 
Lewes. The tulips will emerge in spring filling Lewes with color and welcoming us all to a new season of blooms.  
The emergence of spring beauty is followed by the penultimate volunteer town initiative. The community is 
invited to the annual Tulip Dig where community members are invited to dig up the bulbs and place them in their 
own yards.  And, this event has a double purpose. The beds, with bulbs removed after the community dig, are one 
step further along to start the planting phase of Lewes’ extraordinary spring displays.  
 
The community vitality of LIB is wedged between the spirit of creating beauty and the reality that it takes a lot of 
hoes and back bends to continue to create this palette of beauty throughout the town. What needs to be done to 
sustain this initiative? The median age in Lewes is 62. LIB already does a good job of engaging students from local 
schools. There is a demographic for Lewes worth cultivating, especially to sustain the vitality the town has 
created. 
 
We suggest that LIB and its partners working with a strong creative marketing partner, develop a well thought out 
strategy to encourage a younger demographic to visit Lewes and get involved in specific activities to experience 
Lewes. Older millennials are finally looking to settle down. But much like migrating birds, they will visit a location 
for a specific reason. They then experience the authenticity and uniqueness of the town, and then seemingly 
move on. It is our real estate agents that will tell you that those are the people that come back and want to settle 
in our towns. Although it seems like they are migratory, in fact they are just visiting to “test the water.” They stay 
two nights in our B&B’s, take a bike ride on our trails, visit our town for something to eat and visit because of the 
amenities the town offers and usually attend some event or workshop that has caught their fancy.  
 
One of the fastest growing hobbies for millennials is gardening. With all that Lewes has to offer, LIB and its 
economic partners should capitalize on this trend. Offer workshops that would appeal to this group who like edgy 
ideas and places with social purpose. Harvesting Heirloom Seeds, Grafting Tomatoes, planting a colonial herb 
garden, how to grow and harvest Chinese Vegetables or Thai Herbs in small spaces are only a few suggestions.  
Working with your partner organizations focus workshops and activities on recruiting that demographic. They 
might only come for a day, but many will come back to stay. And they are your volunteers in the future with a real 
passion for civic engagement and a love of gardening.  
 
We also suggest that LIB invest in hiring or working with a college marketing program to find an individual with 
experience in social marketing willing to work with LIB on a social marketing campaign. There is so much that is 
wonderful about Lewes that should be recognized not only by residents but also by individuals who might not be 
familiar with Lewes, Delaware, the first town in the first state.  We look forward to visiting and returning next year 
to see this wonderful community again.  
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Flowers Criterion Definition Metrics Ratings (NS = Not Scored) 
2. FLOWERS (FL): flowering annuals, perennials, bulbs, 
tropical plants, flowering topiaries, and colorful foliage 
and/or cut plant material for season-round interest for 
displays in containers, hanging baskets, window boxes, 
raised planters, trellises, and in-ground beds 

N
ot Applicable 

N
/A 

N
ot Started 
(0 pts) 

Launched 
(1 pt) 

Achieved 
(2 pts) 

Surpassing 
(3 pts) 

Excelling  
(4 pts) 

a. Leadership and Policy 
FL.a.01 - Public or private management of flower displays           X 
FL.a.02 - Program to encourage, expand understanding of role 
and importance of pollinator habitats           X 

b. Plan of Action 
FL.b.01 - Action plan developed each season for procurement, 
scheduling, planting, and maintenance of flower displays           X 

FL.b.02 - Recognition program(s) in place for attractive 
displays by businesses and/or residential         X   

FL.b.03 - Demonstration/display garden(s) with labelled 
flowers in place and promoted         X   

FL.b.04 - Effective communication about selection and care of 
flowers for beautification and pollinator habitats         X   

c. Design 
FL.c.01 - Unity and Variety: plant combinations create visual 
interest and dramatic effect while appearing coordinated           X 

FL.c.02 - Suitability of Plant Selections: plants selected for 
location and environmental conditions           X 

FL.c.03 - Distribution and Location: displays found throughout 
the community           X 

FL.c.04 - Location: displays are located to serve as focal points           X 
FL.c.05 - Seasonal Displays: seasonal displays with spring, 
summer, fall, and/or holiday displays           X 

FL.c.06 - Scale: if hanging baskets are in use, their size is in 
scale to their surroundings         X   

FL.c.07 - Scale: if containers are in use, their size is in scale to 
their surroundings           X 

F.L.c.08 – Scale: inground flower displays are designed with 
mature plant heights in mind           X 

FL.c.09 - Color: pleasing color combinations (monochromatic, 
analogous, and/or complementary) are used           X 

FL.c.10 - Form: uses a number of different textures in all floral 
displays           X 

d. Maintenance 
FL.d.01 - Watering procedures to maintain growth in place           X 

FL.d.02 - Fertilization: appropriate fertilization procedures 
using slow-release, liquid fertilizers, and/or soil amendments           X 

FL.d.03 - Grooming: regular pruning, dead-heading, removal 
and replacement of dead plants           X 

FL.d.04 - Plant health strategies in place to monitor and 
manage pests and diseases (IPM-Integrated Pest 
Management) 

          X 

FL.d.05 - Health and Vigor: plants are robust and floriferous           X 
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e. Community Involvement 
FL.e.01 - Volunteers provide donations and/or funds and/or 
participate in the design, planting, and/or care of flower 
displays 

          X 

FL.e.02 - Civic groups, garden clubs, Master Gardeners, school 
programs, etc., sponsor plant sales, plant swaps, provide 
information, or educational sessions that contribute to the 
quality and implementation of the community’s flower 
displays 

          X 

f. Advisors' Discretion: Recognition by the Advisors of an item of special note 
FL.f.01 - Advisors to enter text below   NS NS NS   X 

Every time I open the door, the flowers lift my spirits. 

Totals: Possible Points Actual Points Percentage 
2. Flowers (FL) 96 92 95.83% 
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Flowers (FL) Recommendations: 
 
Your floral displays are outstanding and a credit to your leaders and teams of patrons. It is obvious that everyone 
enjoys the kaleidoscope of colors in all of the hanging baskets, containers, and floral displays in the almost 30 
locations throughout the city. The 215 + variety of annuals provides swaths of colors and textures that are 
pleasing to view and never get boring or repetitious. Spring must be gorgeous as well. 
 
The George HP Smith Park Butterfly Garden was in full bloom and crowded with 
pollinators. The Hay baskets on Lewes Drawbridge were a compliment to the fabulous 
colorful mural along the wall of the bridge. The new Gateway Garden is just sensational 
and brings wonderful color and shape to the iconic Lewes Lighthouse. Your use of white 
caladiums in Mary Vessels Park, once they fill in, creating a blanket of white iridescent 
color, is a wonderful unique choice of plant as the sun shines through the paper-thin 
leaves in the shade. At the Historic Fisher-Martin Herb Garden, the authentic 1700’s 
colonial herb garden was beautifully laid out and well labeled.  
 
It is hard to imagine a square inch of public or semi-public land in Lewes without blooms. Business owners and 
residents can’t help but get into the bloom of things. In pots, on porches, in cans and containers of all kinds, 
flowers abound. 

 
After careful thought, we have a few suggestions. It would be nice to have somewhere an audial explaining the 
decision-making process for developing the color palettes and textures in some of the gardens. Even though we 
know that homeowners are using pollinators, it would be helpful to hear the decision-making process for the 
choice of plants to attract the pollinators. Perhaps an audial walking tour using QR Codes could be developed for 
some of the specific gardens.  
 
We also would like to see more dimension in some of the hanging baskets. Dichondra argentea, Silver Falls, is a 
very useful grey green spiller vine that works well with most container plants. And if the vine gets too long, it can 
easily be trimmed. Our preference is to see as little of the hanging container as possible letting the flowers be the 
shape. Your displays were truly special and on their own, without exception, fill Lewes with pure beauty.  
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Landscaped Areas Criterion Definition Metrics Ratings (NS = Not Scored) 

3. LANDSCAPED AREAS (LA): plants and related programs for 
the leadership, design, installation, and maintenance of 
landscape. Includes shrubs, ornamental grasses, vines, 
succulents, edibles, evergreen topiaries, turf, and 
groundcovers 

N
ot Applicable 

N
/A 

N
ot Started 
(0 pts) 

Launched 
(1 pt) 

Achieved 
(2 pts) 

Surpassing 
(3 pts) 

Excelling  
(4 pts) 

a. Leadership and Policy 
LA.a.01 - Management of planting public landscaped areas           X 
LA.a.02 - Municipal landscape ordinance requires landscaping 
and maintenance for new and/or improved commercial 
development 

  X NS   NS NS 

LA.a.03 - Municipal ordinance requiring landscaping for new 
residential developments   X NS   NS NS 

b. Plan of Action 
LA.b.01 - Planning for restoration of natural areas           X 
LA.b.02 - Strategy for management of invasive plants         X   
LA.b.03 - Demonstration/display gardens with interpretive 
signage (pollinator, wildlife, native, low-water use, etc.) in 
place and promoted 

      X     

LA.b.04 - Effective communication of “Right Plant in the Right 
Place” and other planting issues       X     

LA.b.05 - Recognition program for attractive landscapes in 
place           X 

LA.b.06 - School gardening programs in place for multiple 
grades       X     

c. Design 
LA.c.01 - Unity and Variety: plant combinations create visual 
interest while appearing coordinated           X 

LA.c.02 - Suitability of Plant Selections: plants selected for 
location and environmental conditions           X 

LA.c.03 - Distribution/Locations: landscaping found throughout 
the community and at key locations           X 

d. Maintenance 
LA.d.01 - Grooming: pruning of plants, removal and/or 
replacement of dead plants           X 

LA.d.02 - Plant Health: Plants display health and vigor, and 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strategies in place to 
monitor and manage diseases and pests 

          X 

LA.d.03 – Mulch from renewable and sustainable sources is 
used by the municipality in appropriate places 

          X 

LA.d.04 - Weed Management: strategies in place to manage 
weeds (removal, mulching, etc.)           X 

LA.d.05 - Health and Vigor: plants are robust           X 
LA.d.06 - Turf Care: proper mowing, edging, and replacement 
of dead turf           X 

LA.d.07 - Turf Health: Grassy areas display health and vigor, 
and procedures such as Integrated Pest Management (IPM) are 
in place to monitor and manage diseases, pests, and weeds  

          X 
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e. Community Involvement 
LA.e.01 - Volunteers assist in funding, design, installation, 
and/or care of landscaped areas and/or turf in public areas           X 

LA.e.02 - Community educational programs offered related to 
plant material, including specialty gardens           X 

f. Advisors' Discretion: Recognition by the Advisors of an item of special note 
LA.f.01 - Advisors to enter text below   NS NS NS   X 

Beautifully landscaped gateways are a true highlight and focal point to the gorgeous landscaping throughout this community. 

Totals: Possible Points Actual Points Percentage 
3. Landscaped Areas (LA) 84 73 86.90% 
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Landscaped Areas (LA) Recommendations: 
 
Everywhere you look in Lewes there is a colorful and textural tapestry of landscaped areas.  From the Warren 
Golde Gateway Garden and Lighthouse Garden that greets and wows travelers coming from the southwest, to the 

Canal Front Pollinator Garden that greets visitors who arrive by boat, 
Lewes in Bloom lovingly maintains 18 gardens throughout the postage 
size 4.6ac footprint of the community.  With 54% of the city as open 
space, every effort has been made to thoughtfully and creatively design 
gardens within the landscape for visual interest and delight, while at the 
same time providing a diverse habitat for native plants, birds and 
insects.  In 2021, Lewes in Bloom added 700 colorful pollinator plants to 
the Canal Front Park. Echinacea Sombrero Poco Hot Coral blooms 
feature prominently in the landscape.  Currently yellow and blue 
blooms represent solidarity with the Ukrainian people.  Daffodil bulbs 
were planted at two different times to extend the bloom season.  River 
birch were planted in areas adjacent to rain gardens, which were full of 
bright red hibiscus blooms.  In the fall, 26,000 tulip bulbs are planted for 
spring interest, and once the blooms are spent, the bulbs are removed, 
and spring/summer annuals are installed.  While at The Golde Gateway 
Garden it was discussed that the evergreens might be nearing the end 
of their life cycle.  Consider replacing with the River Birch to provide the 
same scale and height, and to tie the Gateway Garden to the Canal 

Front Garden.  The art installation at Canal Front Park erected as a temporary installation by the City of Lewes 
Public Arts Commission seems disjointed and doesn’t relate to the landscape in which it was installed.  Similar 
installations at George H.P Smith Park also detract from the landscape.  If it is the desire of the City of Lewes to 
develop a public art program to enhance the passive recreation areas of the community, consider engaging the 
public in developing a program that would be more representative of the community.  
 
Scores of passionate volunteers, lovingly referred to as “patrons”, 
adopt the landscaped areas throughout the city and plant, maintain, 
and nurture their particular gardens.   A professional landscape firm 
maintains turf to exacting standards developed by the Lewes Parks and 
Recreation Commission.  There are also a number of demonstration 
and display gardens throughout the city that educate the public on the 
importance of pollinators in the natural environment.  Lewes is 
fortunate to have a wealth of master gardeners who volunteer their 
time and expertise toward working with the public on “right plant, 
right place”.   
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The Children’s Learning Garden, established within Stango Park in 
2013, is an outstanding hands-on garden that provides educational 
opportunities for children.  This garden won the AIB Special Award for 
Best Children’s Garden in 2021.  Programs are held throughout the 
summer in conjunction with the Lewes Public Library.  Twice-a-week 
activities are held at the garden, teaching children about the important 
role that butterflies and other pollinating insects play in the 
environment, how plants clean the air, and where food comes 
from.  An annual event that is much anticipated is the release of 
ladybugs, Delaware’s official insect, for integrated pest management.   
Consider adding a vermiculture component to this garden to highlight 

the beneficial way in which worms turn compost into potting soil that would be used in the raised planting beds in 
the garden.  This could extend the educational opportunities into the school year and not just during the summer 
months. 

 
The whimsical landscaped areas that have cropped up along 
the abandoned rail bed on the Georgetown-Lewes Trail 
offer passers-by temporary places to rest and reflect while 
walking or biking along the trail.  Neighbors have grown 
their yards beyond their property line boundaries to create 
landscaped areas of colorful plantings, seating areas, and 
vernacular art installations.  Consider organizing a 
“Backyard Rail Bed” event to bring together the neighbors 
who have developed this strip of trail to celebrate their 
accomplishments and build on the momentum, adding more 
color and plants to the pop-up gardens. 
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Urban Forestry Criterion Definition Metrics Ratings (NS = Not Scored) 

4. URBAN FORESTRY (UF): trees and related programs for the 
leadership, management, design, installation, and 
maintenance on public and private lands 

N
ot Applicable 

N
/A 

N
ot Started 
(0 pts) 

Launched 
(1 pt) 

Achieved 
(2 pts) 

Surpassing 
(3 pts) 

Excelling  
(4 pts) 

a. Leadership and Policy 
UF.a.01 - Qualified personnel are on staff or accessing trained 
individuals such as arborists and/or urban foresters         X   

UF.a.02 - Tree board/commission and/or department is active       X     

UF.a.03 - Municipal ordinance(s) enacted/enforced for tree 
preservation on public and/or private property     NS   NS NS 

UF.a.04 - Municipal ordinance(s) enacted/enforced for 
protection of trees during construction      NS   NS NS 

UF.a.05 - Currently a Tree City USA community     NS X NS NS 
b. Plan of Action 
UF.b.01 - Tree inventory for public areas is complete and 
current within the past ten years           X 

UF.b.02 - Annual tree planting program for public areas           X 
UF.b.03 - Management strategies for removal of dead, 
imperiled, and invasive trees in public areas           X 

UF.b.04 - Policy for recognition and protection of historic trees       X     

UF.b.05 - Effective communication to residents of 
recommended trees, proper planting, "Right Tree in the Right 
Place," mulching, placement and spacing, and/or maintenance 

      X     

c. Design 
UF.c.01 - Variety: current practices include appropriate 
selection and diversity of tree species being planted           X 

UF.c.02 - Placement: current practices include appropriate 
spacing and planting area for optimal root and canopy growth           X 

UF.c.03 - Planting: current practices include correct tree 
planting depth (trunk flare at/above grade)            X 

UF.c.04 - Arboretum/Park in place with labels and descriptive 
signage   X         

d. Maintenance 
UF.d.01 - Tree Health: strategies in place to monitor and 
manage diseases and pests           X 

UF.d.02 - Watering, mulching, and pruning for new trees: 
procedures for watering and proper mulching (i.e., no volcano 
mulching) in place and effectively communicated to the public 

        X   

UF.d.03 - Pruning for established trees: appropriate pruning, 
removal of dead limbs, and canopies raised adequately above 
vehicle and pedestrian areas 

          X 
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e. Community Involvement 
UF.e.01 - Policy for donations to tree planting in public areas 
(memorial trees, etc.) in place           X 

UF.e.02 - Community participates in Arbor Day activities           X 
UF.e.03 - Volunteers assist in tree planting and/or care           X 
f. Advisors' Discretion: Recognition by the Advisors of an item of special note 
UF.f.01 - Advisors to enter text below   NS NS NS   X 

Memorial trees everywhere 

Totals: Possible Points Actual Points Percentage 
4. Urban Forestry (UF) 78 62 79.48% 
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Urban Forestry (UF) Recommendations: 
 

Kudos to city leaders and passionate volunteers who 
recognize the importance a healthy and diverse tree 
canopy in an urban setting. In 2011, the Lewes City Council 
committed to expanding the existing tree canopy to 35% 
by 2021. At the end of the 10-year goal, the existing tree 
canopy was estimated to be at 34.2%. For this reason, the 
city touted their success by further committing to increase 
the canopy to 38% by 2031. Consider adding edible forests 
to the various city parks, especially Stango Park in the area 
between the Lewes History Museum and the Childrens’ 
Learning Garden or at the Lewes Community Garden. 
Another area that could benefit from a tree planting 
strategy is the area along the Georgetown-Lewes Bike trail. 
As the trail becomes more heavily used, shade from trees 
would provide places for rest, relaxation and recharging to 
walkers and bikers along the trail.  

 
Congratulations to Lewes for its 21St year in the Tree City 
USA Program. The city has identified areas around the 
community where trees can be strategically placed to 
expand the canopy. Where trees have been slated for 
planting in wed or damp areas, consider planting river birch 
or sweet bay magnolia or Red bud would do well with wet 
roots. Consider applying to the Arbor Day Foundation for a 
Tree City USA Growth Award, which is presented to 
participating Tree City USA communities that demonstrate 
higher levels of tree care and community engagement 
during the calendar year. All Tree City USA communities 
applying for recertification are also eligible to apply for a 
Growth Award during the online renewal process. Also 
consider establishing an urban arboretum. There are four 
classifications offered by the Morton Arboretum and one 
may be best suited for Lewes. Start with level 1 and move forward with the end goal of achieving level 4. For 
more information visit www.arbnet.org.  
 
For smaller communities that may not have the financial resources to employ a full-time arborist or staff to 
maintain the urban canopy, programs offered from companies such as Bartlett Tree or Davey Tree are the best 
options to receive professional support on an as- needed basis. Lewes has partnered with Bartlett Tree and 
utilizes their ArborScope program to manage, diagnose and maintain the urban forest.  

http://www.arbnet.org/
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Environmental Efforts Criterion Definition Metrics Ratings (NS = Not Scored) 

5. ENVIRONMENTAL EFFORTS (EE): environmental leadership, 
policies, plans, and programs for resource conservation; 
pollution control; trash, recycling, and reuse; and alternative 
fuel vehicles 

N
ot Applicable 

N
/A 

N
ot Started 
(0 pts) 

Launched 
(1 pt) 

Achieved 
(2 pts) 

Surpassing 
(3 pts) 

Excelling  
(4 pts) 

a. Leadership and Policy 
EE.a.01 - Environmental Advisory Board(s) and/or Green 
Team(s) in place   X NS   NS NS 

EE.a.02 - Electric/alternative fuel vehicle(s) used by 
municipality       X     

EE.a.03 - Electric vehicle charging station(s) provided       X     
EE.a.04 - Stormwater management policies in place and 
enforced     X       

EE.a.05 - Pet waste policies in place and enforced           X 
b. Plan of Action 
EE.b.01 - Sustainability Action Plan in place   X         
EE.b.02 - Effective municipal/civic education about 
environmental efforts for children and adults         X   

EE.b.03 - Effective notification to community regarding 
pesticide applications and mosquito spraying           X 

c. Resource Conservation 
EE.c.01 - Bio-swales and/or rain gardens in place to reduce 
stormwater run-off pollution         X   

EE.c.02 - Home energy audit/incentives available         X   
EE.c.03 - Waterwise irrigation in place           X 
EE.c.04 - Low-flow water device incentives available         X   
d. Trash, Recycling, and Reuse Management 
EE.d.01 - Residential curbside trash collection is available 
and/or required           X 

EE.d.02 - Residential curbside recycling collection and/or 
collection points are in place           X 

EE.d.03 - Recycling containers available in public areas and for 
private use, and standardized and/or consistent labels used on 
containers 

          X 

EE.d.04 - Yard waste composting pick-up and/ or drop-off 
available           X 

EE.d.05 - Prescription drug drop-off(s) available           X 
EE.d.06 - Hazardous waste and/or electronics waste collection 
or drop-off(s) available           X 

EE.d.07 - Plastic bag and/or foam container collection point(s) 
available           X 

EE.d.08 - Reuse opportunities are available (clothing, books, 
household goods, repair initiatives, etc.)       X     
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e. Community Involvement 

EE.e.01 - Community events that enhance public awareness of 
environmental issues and distribution of information on 
effective recycling (lack of contamination), i.e. Earth Day 
participation 

      X     

EE.e.02 - Garden clubs, Master Gardeners, and/or Soil and 
Water Conservation District, etc. provide educational 
opportunities for rain barrel usage, backyard habitats, and 
other environmental initiatives 

        X   

EE.e.03 - School curricula programs and events to encourage 
youth involvement         X   

f. Advisors' Discretion: Recognition by the Advisors of an item of special note 
EE.f.01 - Advisors to enter text below   NS NS NS   X 

Extraordinary work with pollinator gardens and 2nd use food network from the community garden and farmer's market 

Totals: Possible Points Actual Points Percentage 
5. Environmental Efforts (EE) 94 71 75.53% 
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Environmental Efforts (EE) Recommendations: 
 
The City of Lewes has 4 subcommittees that address environmental issues in the City. These include Wetland 
Buffer and Source Water Protection- Excellent Recharge Area, Floodplain Fill, Sea Level Rise and Floodplain.  
These committees all have specific focuses and address different aspects relating to resiliency like sea level rise 
and source water protection. All of these issues are important to Lewes, since sea level rise is a direct threat to 
Sussex County, Delaware. In November of 2021, Governor Carney adopted Delaware’s Climate Action Plan. 
 
In the Climate Action Plan Delaware adopted a goal of reducing the state’s greenhouse gas emissions by 26% to 
28% by 2025 from 2005 levels. Delaware’s Climate Action Plan serves three primary purposes: To help meet 
current commitments; to set a course for the decades ahead; and to integrate actions for both minimizing 
greenhouse gas emissions and maximizing resilience to climate change impacts. Key action areas to maximize 
resilience include: updating or creating state regulations, supporting communities and stakeholders; updating 
facility design and operation; creating management plans; promoting research and monitoring; engaging in 
outreach and education; and providing agency support. 

 
We strongly suggest that LIB reach out to DNREC’s Climate Action Plan Committee and start a dialogue on how LIB 
can be of service to the state initiative. Delaware’s Climate Action Plan can be found here. There are both financial 
subsidies and energy efficiency programs that could be of value to residents in Lewes. LIB during the non-season 
planting months should work with the city of Lewes to develop a Sustainability Action Plan.   
 
We also suggest that LIB lead the charge on bringing into the library a representative from DNREC to give 
residents information on energy efficiency measures, potential funding for solar installations, and energy audits. 
Robert Underwood, Environmental Program Administrator of DNREC would be helpful and is the contact person 
who is spearheading these programs.  
 
In 2015 Advisors wrote that composting should be encouraged. We suggest putting into motion a more aggressive 
campaign to see Lewes become the #1 city in Delaware in backyard composting. The task has become much 
simpler than it used to be. We also believe that DNREC and the Climate Action Committee would support and 
help fund the community initiative.  
  

Here are the facts: Organic waste comprises 30 percent of the household trash 
going into landfills and incinerators, where it has no chance to decompose and 
offers very little BTU value. Homeowners who compost not only extend the life of 
our landfills and reduce the cost of collecting household garbage, but also recycle 
the nutrients in organic waste to create a valuable soil amendment for their 
gardens. We encourage backyard composting as an excellent strategy for the 
reduction of greenhouse gases.  Since 1992 using the Earth Machine, we have 
been working with Brand Builders on developing backyard compost programs 
throughout communities in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. 
They have made it super simple through the development of all the materials, the 
product distribution and delivery, education, and sales. Information on 
implementing a no fuss program can be found on their site 

https://compostersale.com/ 
To put this suggestion into perspective, 4 backyard composters save a ton of material a year going to landfill or 
incineration. Imagine if 1000 residents got on board, the impact backyard composting could have? Let’s get going. 
 

https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/climate-plan/
https://www.wmdt.com/2022/06/dnrec-launching-pilot-program-seeking-installation-for-low-to-moderate-income-delawareans/
https://compostersale.com/
https://compostersale.com/
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Celebrating Heritage Criterion Definition Metrics Ratings (NS = Not Scored) 

6. CELEBRATING HERITAGE (CH): recognition, designation, 
protection, commemoration, and celebration of historical, 
cultural, natural, agricultural, and industrial resources 

N
ot Applicable 

N
/A 

N
ot Started 
(0 pts) 

Launched 
(1 pt) 

Achieved 
(2 pts) 

Surpassing 
(3 pts) 

Excelling  
(4 pts) 

a. Leadership and Policy 

CH.a.01 - Historic preservation ordinance effectively provides 
commercial and residential designation and protection from 
demolition 

    NS X NS NS 

CH.a.02 - Incentives offered to promote preservation: tax 
credits, waived permit fees, eased setbacks, rebates, etc.       X     

CH.a.03 - Historic Preservation and/or Architectural Review 
Board in place and effective       X     

CH.a.04 - Historical Society is active           X 
b. Plan of Action 
CH.b.01 - Effective communication of ordinances, policies, and 
restoration methods       X     

CH.b.02 - National Register of Historic Places district and/or 
individual designations in place       X     

CH.b.03 - Natural and/or agricultural areas are protected   X         
CH.b.04 - Archives, artifacts, cemetery records, and/or oral 
histories collected, properly stored, or preserved           X 

CH.b.05 - Education: historical publications/websites, 
interpretive signage, tours, and programs in place           X 

CH.b.06 - Programs in place to encourage youth involvement, 
including curriculum-designated tours and available to 
multiple age levels 

          X 

c. Commemoration 
CH.c.01 - Signage in place for historic neighborhoods and/or 
structures           X 

CH.c.02 - Historical museum(s) and/or interpretive displays 
maintained           X 

CH.c.03 - Cemeteries, monuments, and/or plaques in place 
and well-maintained           X 

CH.c.04 - Community heritage promoted through tours 
(guided or self), brochures, Smartphone apps, etc.           X 

CH.c.05 - Parades, festivals, events, programs commemorating 
a community’s heritage are held           X 

d. Community Involvement 

CH.d.01 - Volunteers participate in planning and implementing 
recognition of a community’s heritage through historical tours, 
parades, festivals, etc. 

        X   

CH.d.02 - Volunteers participate in maintaining historical sites 
and structures         X   
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f. Advisors' Discretion: Recognition by the Advisors of an item of special note 
CH.e.01 - Advisors to enter text below   NS NS NS   X 

Childrens exhibit at the museum  

Totals: Possible Points Actual Points Percentage 
6. Celebrating Heritage (CH) 70 56 80.00% 
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Celebrating Heritage (CH) Recommendations: 
 

Lewes Delaware claims the title of “The First City in the First State”, 
with a storied history dating back over 350 years.  In fact, located 
on the corner of Second and Mulberry Streets, the Ryves Holt 
House is the oldest house still standing in the State of 
Delaware and one of 50 oldest structures remaining in the 
United States.  It’s intact character-defining features also make 
it one of the top 20 most important historic structures in the 
US. Built around 1665, it has survived fires, pirates, and has 
witnessed the growth and change of Lewes over the course of 
centuries. Today it is a part of the First State National 
Historical Park and it serves as The Lewes Historical Society’s 
Visitor Center and Museum Gift Shop. All of the Society’s 
walking tours begin at the 

Ryves Holt House. 

The Lewes Historical Society is a driving force for heritage tourism and 
protection and preservation of the city’s architectural landmarks.  The 
Society maintains several structures, including the historic 
Shipcarpenter Street Campus containing buildings that were moved to 
a central location to create a campus representing 300 years of Lewes’ 
architectural history.  The Historic Shipcarpenter Street Campus features 9 
historic buildings that interpret Lewes’s relationship to the sea and 
dedication to the preservation of historic structures. These structures tell 
the story of Lewes through the centuries since its founding. The Campus 
includes the Hiram Rodney Burton House (c. 1720, the only building on its 
original site), the Burton-Ingram House (c. 1785), the Rabbit’s Ferry House 
(c. 1740), the Thompson Country Store (c. 1800), the Ellegood House and 
Blacksmith Shop (c. 1790), the Doctor’s Office (c. 1850), and Midway School 
#178 (c. 1898).  The Midway School hosted the first meeting of the Lewes 
Historical Society in 1962.  2022 marks the 60th anniversary of the Lewes 
Historical Society. The Society offers tours focusing on the community’s maritime history, architectural 
history and a Lewes Legends Tour. Living history and interactive exhibits featuring volunteers dressed in 
period attire educate the public on life in the 17th and 18th century.  A year-long series of events will 
culminate with a celebration and special exhibit at the Lewes Historical Museum.  Consider publishing a 

small booklet on the chronology of the success of the Society over the last 60 
years and either offer as a memento of the occasion or sell for a nominal price 
as a fundraiser for the Society. 

The Lewes Historic District, listed in the National Register of Historic Places and 
designated in 1977, includes 122 contributing buildings and 6 contributing sites 
encompassing most of the 17th-century town of Lewes. The district is primarily 
residential with resources ranging from small working-class houses to large and 
ornate houses from the Victorian period in a variety of popular styles 
including Queen Anne, Second Empire and Colonial Four-Square. Also included in the 
district is the Market Street commercial area and St. Peter's Episcopal Church and its 
grave yard. In conjunction with Boos and Brews held at the Shipcarpenter Street 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_era
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Anne_Style_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Empire_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Peter%27s_Episcopal_Church_(Lewes,_Delaware)
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campus, consider having volunteers dressed in period garb stand by graves of prominent Lewes residents, telling 
the public the story of their lives.   

Lewes has a very diverse cultural 
demographic history.  The 1800 Lewes US 
Census revealed that the population 
consisted of 30% freed African Americans, 
17% enslaved African Americans and 40-
50% whites.  The huge ratio of African 
Americans directly relates to the Maritime 
industry.  Cato Lewis, a former enslaved 
person, founded one of the earliest 
shipyards owned by African American in the 
area where Canal Front Park is now located.  
A rarity during colonial times, the Black 
population in Lewes was both significant 
and mostly free. Tavern keepers and even 
tailors recognized the market that freed 
slaves could afford their business, so 
discrimination was not commonplace.  

Lewes was a rare pocket of an integrated society. Even today Lewes has an active African American Heritage 
Commission.  St George’s AME Church congregation dates to around 1816, and the cemetery associated with the 
original site is said to contain over 500 burials but unfortunately only about 132 of the graves have markers.  
Three known members of the United States Colored Troops (USCT) are known to be buried in this cemetery; 
however additional research has revealed as many as 7 may have been laid to rest here.  The Lewes Historical 
Society has launched a series “In their Voices – African American lasting legacy” of oral history, stories of long 
time Lewes residents passed down through the generations.  Consider a fundraising strategy to cover the cost of 
ground penetrating radar (GPR) at the original St. George’s AME cemetery to at least identify grave sites.  Reach 
out to the Department of Veterans Affairs National Cemetery Administration to request grave markers for the US 
Colored Troops.    

Johnny Walker Beach in Lewes was the historically black site used by minorities on the Delaware Bay.  During its 
heyday the site boasted a pavilion where jazz greats like Duke Ellington performed.  Little is known about Walker, 
who passed away in 1992.  Today, the beach is still used by minorities, mainly Hispanic and Creole along with 
African Americans.  Consider launching a project in the African American Community requesting information on 
the life of Johnny Walker that could then be interpreted by signage at the beach.  Also consider installing Spanish 
and Creole signage explaining the history of the beach. 
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Overall Impression (OI) Criterion Definition Metrics Ratings (NS = Not Scored) 

7. OVERALL IMPRESSION (OI): adequate and effective 
amenities are provided in good condition, and the 
community is welcoming and attractive 

N
ot Applicable 

N
/A 

N
ot Started 
(0 pts) 

Launched 
(1 pt) 

Achieved 
(2 pts) 

Surpassing 
(3 pts) 

Excelling  
(4 pts) 

a. Leadership and Policy 
OI.a.01 - Signage ordinances enacted and enforced           X 

OI.a.02 - Ordinances in place to address overgrown lots, 
abandoned vehicles, unscreened dumpsters, public nuisances, 
unregulated garage sales, empty storefront windows, etc. 

          X 

OI.a.03 - Code enforcement/compliance officer on municipal 
staff and codes are enforced           X 

OI.a.04 - Design style determined, applied, and consistent for 
site furnishings, crosswalks, gateway entry features, banners, 
wayfinding signage, etc. 

          X 

b. Amenities 

OI.b.01 - Site furnishings in place: water features, lamp posts, 
benches, bicycle racks, drinking fountains, trash and recycling 
receptacles, containers, planters, and cigarette receptacles 

        X   

OI.b.02 - Crosswalks well-marked           X 
OI.b.03 - Public restrooms available           X 
OI.b.04 - Effective community gateway entry features           X 
OI.b.05 - Effective use of banners, murals, and/or public art         X   
OI.b.06 - Effective wayfinding signage         X   
OI.b.07 - Effective use of non-plant seasonal decorations 
(lights, ornaments, etc.)           X 

c. Condition and Maintenance 
OI.c.01 - Condition of structures, buildings, decks, patios, etc 
related to lack of vandalism, graffiti, peeling or faded paint, 
and rust 

          X 

OI.c.02 - Condition of infrastructure: roadways, road 
shoulders, curbs, medians, sidewalks, railroad crossings, 
crosswalks/pavement markings, transformers, and utility 
poles related to lack of weeds, vandalism, litter, graffiti, 
peeling or faded paint, and rust 

          X 

OI.c.03 - Condition of signs and site furnishings: water 
features, lamp posts, benches, bicycle racks, drinking 
fountains, trash and recycling receptacles, containers, 
planters, and cigarette receptacles 

          X 

OI.c.04 - Condition of vacant lots, stormwater retention 
ponds, and swales           X 

OI.c.05 - Control of excessive stake signs, billboards, and 
posted flyers           X 

OI.c.06 - Regularly scheduled street sweeping           X 
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d. Community Involvement 
OI.d.01 - Volunteer participation and/or funding of 
community revitalization and improvement initiatives, such as 
Adopt-A-Spot, Habitat for Humanity, River Sweep, home 
repair programs (CHIP), disaster relief, clean-up days, etc. 

          X 

OI.d.02 - Process is available for residents to fund public 
amenities such as memorial benches, brick pathways, etc.           X 

e. Advisors' Discretion: Recognition by the Advisors of an item of special note 
OI.e.01 - Advisors to enter text below   NS NS NS   X 

Lewes In Bloom Public Art Program 

Totals: Possible Points Actual Points Percentage 
7. Overall Impression (OI) 80 77 96.25% 
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Overall Impression (OI) Recommendations: 
 
The City of Lewes Delaware has a quaintness and charm 
reminiscent of villages and towns of Old Europe.  Perhaps 
this is so because Lewes has the distinction of being the first 
town in the first state in our country.  Lewes received AIB’s 
highest honor – Circle of Champions – in 2015.  Locally 
owned specialty shops still occupy storefronts in the 
commercial core of downtown, from children’s toy stores to 
artists co-ops sourcing works from local artists to everyone’s 
favorite ice cream shop, King’s Homemade Ice Cream Shop 
touts the Eastern Shore’s finest ice cream since 1972.  
Centuries old buildings are interspersed with newer 
commercial that has been designed and constructed as to 
pay homage to the historic scale and architectural legacy that 

identifies Lewes as a destination location on the Eastern Shore of Delaware.   Second Street downtown is filled 
with fantastic restaurants and is active at all times of the day and night.  Lewes has retained its small-town charm 
despite the development pressures as farmland on the outskirts of the city is developed into subdivision after 
subdivision, eroding away the agricultural industry that has existed for 
generations.  The current magical environment experienced in Lewes hasn’t just 
happened by coincidence.  A very engaged city government ensure that codes 
and regulations are current and enforced regulating everything from signage to 
new construction.  Serving and assisting through boards and commissions are a 
powerhouse of volunteers.  As they say, “it takes a village”.  Lewes boasts a 
volunteer force of over 300 that support different and various boards and 
organizations that keep the community vibrant and relevant to all generations 
of residents.  As the lay of the land changes around Lewes and developmental 
pressures mount, the city should keep on top of updating codes and ordinances 
governing new construction to ensure the qualities that attract people to the 
area are not lost in the fast-paced race to build the biggest and best new 
residential neighborhoods.  This accelerated development will eventually place a 
strain on the current infrastructure and natural resources and could be a 
detriment to those who call Lewes home.  

 
Lewes has embraced the influx of bikers along the Georgetown-Lewes Trail, and 
has provided amenities including bike repair stations, and bike parking to 
accommodate up to 50 bikes, and new restroom facilities so that riders can take a 
break and venture further into downtown to explore local shops and restaurants.  
Lewes was recognized by the League of American Bicyclists as being a “Bronze 
Level Bicycle Friendly Community”.  A fantastic and very informative brochure 
containing maps of biking areas in the community outlines the responsibilities of 
not only bikers but motorists and pedestrians so that everyone knows how to do 
their part while using the trails.  Lewes recognizes May as National Bike Month 
and sponsors a Bike to Work Day, encouraging residents to leave their cars parked 
and experience the community from a different perspective through a bike ride 
through the area.    
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Art in Bloom has grown out of the Lewes in Bloom organization and has 
undertaken a number of very successful and attractive public art installations.  
The Silent Sentinels of Lewes, installed on the grounds of the Lewes Public 
Library along the Georgetown-Lewes Trail was the first installation sponsored by 
the Lewes in Bloom and Art in Bloom Committee.  The Menhaden Mural near 
Otis Smith Park pays homage to the fishing heritage that once sustained the 
economy of the city.  The Rehoboth Canal Drawbridge Mosaic Mural continues 
that celebration of the maritime community and creates additional interest to 
the bridge, complimenting the beautiful baskets of floral displays that drape the 
bridge railing.  Consider soliciting artists to submit proposals for appropriate and 
thoughtful art installations at strategic locations throughout the community, 
such as the Silent Sentinel that has been designed for Canal Front Park.  
Substantial and lasting art of this caliber will only enhance its surroundings and 
have a more profound meaning to residents and visitors.  Also consider 

developing a mural program to build on upon the success of the Menhaden Mural. Poll the community to get a 
sense of what types of history they would like to see portrayed through public art.   Keep in mind that these murals 
must be maintained periodically so a maintenance fund should be established to ensure that these beautiful 
works of art are maintained in perpetuity.   

 
 
The Calendar of Events for the City of Lewes is jam-packed with festivals, carnivals, arts and crafts fairs, art 
exhibits, tours of historic structures and sites throughout the year.  Calendars are published bi-annually, with 
events in January-June and June through December.  The Lewes Chamber of Commerce maintains a 
comprehensive listing on their website that is easily accessible by the public.   Residents and visitors alike never 
lack a dull moment.  In addition to event opportunities, a number of volunteer clean-up and environmental 
awareness events occur annually including the Coastal Clean-up at Cape Henlopen State Park, replanting of dune 
grasses along the Delaware shores, and the Horseshoe Crab Count.  A vibrant and well attended farmers market 
runs seasonally May through September at George H.P. Smith Park and June through September at Crooked 
Hammock Brewery.  Consider Art in Bloom hosting a booth at the farmers markets to build community awareness 
of the program and solicit public input on future public art projects.  Even offer to accept donations for the 
program. 
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Evaluation Tour Preparation and Actions (ET) Definition Metrics Ratings (NS = Not Scored) 

8. EVALUATION TOUR PREPARATION AND ACTIONS (ET): 
community's readiness prior to and the action during the 
Evaluation Tour 

N
ot Applicable 

N
/A 

U
nm

et 
(0 pts) 

M
et 

(1 pt) 

a. Prior to the Evaluation Tour 
ET.a.01 - Community Profile provided to Advisors at least two 
weeks prior to the first official tour date     X 

ET.a.02 - Community Profile includes contacts with emails     X 

ET.a.03 - Community Profile from a returning community 
makes it clear what is new and/or implemented from Advisors' 
recommendations (scored as N/A for a new community) 

    X 

ET.a.04 - Evaluation Tour Itinerary and Community Map with 
boundaries provided to Advisors at least two weeks prior to 
first office tour date 

    X 

b. During the Evaluation Tour 
ET.b.01 - Evaluation Tour provided a representative cross-
section of the community     X 

ET.b.02 - Advisors met with elected/appointed municipal 
leaders and/or staff     X 

ET.b.03 - Advisors met with the business and/or non-profit 
community     X 

ET.b.04 - Advisors met with the media     X 
ET.b.05 - Advisors met with volunteers     X 
ET.b.06 - Advisors were asked to give a presentation(s)     X 
c. Final Wrap-Up 
ET.c.01 - Enough time was allotted for Advisors to work on the 
Evaluation Tour Report in a quiet place with adequate Wi-Fi 
availability 

    X 

ET.c.02 - Community participated in a wrap-up session at the 
end of the Evaluation Tour     X 

ET.c.03 - Evaluation Report metrics were adequately 
addressed in the Community Profile and/or Evaluation Tour 
Itinerary and during the Evaluation Tour 

    X 

d. Advisors' Discretion: Recognition by the Advisors of an item of special note 
ET.d.01 - Advisors to enter text below   NS X 

The itinerary surpassed basic threshold for meeting requirements. 

Totals: Possible Points Actual Points Percentage 
8. Evaluation Tour Preparation and Actions (ET) 14.00 14.00 100.00% 
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DISCLAIMERS: 
 

1. Communities are responsible for addressing the metrics in the Community Profile, Evaluation Tour 
Itinerary, and during the Evaluation Tour. Please note that the metric calculations contained herein are 
final, and each community is encouraged to focus on any changes during the following year’s entry in the 
America in Bloom National Awards Program. 

2. All information is given to the best of America in Bloom’s knowledge and is believed to be accurate. Your 
conditions of use and application of recommendations and/or suggested products are beyond our 
control. There is no warranty expressed or implied regarding the accuracy of any given data or 
statements. America in Bloom specifically disclaims any responsibility or liability relating to the use of the 
recommendations and/or suggested products and shall under no circumstances whatsoever, be liable for 
any special, incidental or consequential damages which may arise from such use. 

3. Reference herein to any specific commercial products, processes, or service by trade named trademark 
manufacturer or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation 
or favoring by America in Bloom. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein shall not be used 
for advertising or product endorsement purposes. 
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Community: Lewes, DE  
 
 
Criterion Being Nominated: Community Involvement 
The sense of volunteerism and community is huge in Lewes DE. A mighty volunteer corps of over 350 
volunteers undertake a multitude of programs, serve on boards and committees, and ensure that the 
vitality of the community is strong and healthy. Lewes has a large population of seniors who have 
chosen the area to retire and enjoy the next phase of their lives. They chose the area for its world class 
amenities including access to rivers and beaches, public arts and performance venues, hiking and biking 
trails, and a strong sense of inclusive community. Retirees are mostly professionals who use expertise 
from their lifelong careers to the betterment of the community. 
 
 
Noteworthy Project or Initiative: 
Five years ago, Lewes opened a new state-of-the-art library adjacent to the location of the old library. 
The old library was transferred to the Lewes 
Historical Society. Under the leadership of a visionary director, the space was transformed into a 
wonderful space where the history of Lewes and the region is displayed through artifacts, 
artwork, decorative arts, furnishings, manuscripts, and memorabilia. The most recent addition is a 
hands-on children’s exhibit where interactive stations allow visitors to participate the maritime and 
fishing history of Lewes. 
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